SAVOIR-FAIRE

CONTACTREKOLOMUNDO.ORG

mundo

3 PAGES

REINTRODUCTION, CONSERVATION, AND MONITORING OF THE BEAVER

Structure : Beaver, Go for It!

Difficulté : facile

A I'Eau Castor was founded in 2024 with the goal of reintroducing the European beaver to the
Ariége region in light of the rapid and severe impacts of climate change.

Why this reintroduction project?

The hydrological conditions of recent seasons have put rivers, wetlands, and biodiversity under
severe strain, as in 2022, when we went from sudden floods at the very beginning of the year
to a series of heatwaves and a long drought for the rest of the year; 2023 saw another tense
and scorching situation.
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89% of our wetlands have disappeared in 70 years!!

e Or the beaver is a regulator of water flow with micro-structures (dams) on small
streams that slow down the flow without breaking continuity, allowing the underlying
aquifers to recharge through water infiltration. These aquifers then replenish the
watercourses during low water periods and prevent them from drying up.

e The beaver aerates, clears, and stabilizes the banks by pruning them like a true river
technician. It should be noted that in the south, due to the mild winters, they cut down
far fewer trees because their survival depends less on consuming bark.

e |ts activity acts as a filter for both excess fertilizers (nitrates, phosphates) and
pesticides.

¢ |t also helps mitigate flood peaks and thus the severity of flooding.

Objectives:

1. Increase the resilience of aquatic environments to climate change.
2. Renaturalize waterways and wetlands and enhance their biodiversity.
3. Biological, hydrological, and chemical restoration of waterways.

4. Pave the way for further legal reintroductions elsewhere in France.

Galerie d'images
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LEPROJET
Pourquoi ?
1. Augmenter la rési-
tience des milieux
aquatiques face aufy
changement
climatique.

2.Re-naturaliserles
cours deau et les
zones humides et
démultiplier

leur biodiversité.

3, Restauration
biologique,
et chimique des cours deau.
Quand?

Une fois fautorisatior

délivrée (le castor étant une

espéce au statut juridique
“protégée’).

Combien?
30 castors (6 familles)

4. Préparer la voie

ales ailleyrs en France.

ou?
Dans les rivieres
ariégeoises de PHers-if o1
la Léze.

Pourquoi UAriége ? M/’*
Malgré sa position avantageuse au pied des Pyréi TAriege
est une zone vulnérable & fa sécheresse ainsi Quaux crues et
inondations, notamment la vallée de a Léze. De plus, son retour
naturel depuis le Tarn ot il est actuellement présent, est
compromis voire impossible du fait des barrages humains
itués sur ° & e
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