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#economy #preservation

The Zeer Pot - The Desert Fridge
Structure : Low Tech Lab

Difficulté : facile

In countr ies where temperatures frequently r ise above 20°C, food does not stay fresh
for long. A tomato, for example, spoi ls in just two days. Furthermore, given the cost
and energy consumption of a refr igerator, food preservation is a recurr ing problem in
developing countr ies. Thus, without means of preservation, even i f  a family l iv ing in
poverty produces enough food to feed i tself ,  i t  has few ways to combat hunger.

A system that al lows for food preservation can thus greatly improve the dai ly l ives of
many famil ies. In part icular, i t  opens up economic opportunit ies: preserving food also
means being able to sel l  i t .

Beyond f inancial concerns, a family may also seek to reduce energy consumption by
opting for natural refr igerat ion methods, thereby lowering i ts environmental impact.

The Zeer Pot—the “desert fr idge”—can be a viable solut ion to this problem. I t  is a
refr igerat ion device that keeps food cool without electr ici ty, using the principle of
evaporative cool ing.

This inexpensive and easy-to-make technology can be used to cool substances such
as water, food, or temperature-sensit ive medications. I t  helps keep out f l ies and other
insects. Furthermore, when stored in a Zeer Pot, most foods last 15 to 20 days longer
than when left  out in the open, and vegetables retain their vi tamins better. In fact,
under the r ight condit ions (explained later in this tutorial),  the temperature inside the

Page 1/2

https://www.ekolomundo.org
https://www.ekolomundo.org/adherer/


Savoir-faire
� contact@ekolomundo.org

https://www.ekolomundo.org
https://www.ekolomundo.org/adherer

2 pages

system can be up to 10°C lower than the outside temperature.

Liens

https://wiki.lowtechlab.org/wiki/Frigo_du_d%C3%A9sert

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7saOOyc5opE
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