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#livestock farming #preservation #water

Method for constructing and monitoring the colonization of a
dry pond on the Vitrolles Plateau
Structure : League for the Protection of Birds Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur (LPO PACA)

Difficulté : facile

Provence-Alpes-
Côte d'Azur

In  the regions of  Provence where surface water  is  scarce,  people  have long made use of
lavognes—pools  designed to  col lect  ra inwater—to provide dr inking water  for  their  herds .  These water
sources ,  der ived from the Occi tan word *lavanha* (pond) ,  are  of  paramount  importance for
biodivers i ty  conservat ion.  The LPO PACA ini t ia ted the construct ion of  a  lavogne on the Vitrol les
Plateau to  fulf i l l  the  goal  of  promoting t radi t ional  extensive l ivestock farming for  the management  of
this  Provençal  mountain range.  The lavogne creat ion project  was launched in  September  2014 thanks
to the municipal i ty  of  Vitrol les  and the I tancia  Endowment  Fund,  in  col laborat ion with the ONF. The
pond f i l led natural ly  and quickly fol lowing s tormy weather .  The most  s t r iking resul t  was the pond’s
use in  i ts  very f i rs t  year  for  the reproduct ion of  nat ter jack toads,  fol lowed the next  year  by common
toads.  From the very f i rs t  year ,  dragonfly breeding was observed (notably the s t r iped dar ter  and the
green damself ly) .  Fol lowing the August  2016 f i re ,  natural is t  surveys wil l  a l low for  the cont inued
study of  the pond’s  colonizat ion.
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Liens

https://paca.lpo.fr/

https://cdnfiles2.biolovision.net/www.faune-
paca.org/userfiles/FPPubli/FPP69LavognedeVitrolles.pdf
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