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INTRODUCTION

The ocean is a reservoir  of  biodiversi ty;  i t  regulates the cl imate and provides a wealth of
resources. I t  is one of our most essent ial  shared assets. Given the urgent need for
internat ional act ion to preserve i t ,  science must play a leading role.

This book explores major advances in interdiscipl inary research on the ecological,
economic, and social  chal lenges facing the oceans, which are part icular ly complex and
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prominent in the tropical zone due to the unique character ist ics of the oceans in this part
of the world.

The aim of this r ichly i l lustrated educat ional book is to highl ight the many facets of the
ocean, as wel l  as solut ions for protect ing i t ,  through dialogue among al l  stakeholders. I t
wi l l  capt ivate anyone with a passion for science and a desire to understand the complexity
of the world.

SUMMARY

Part 1: Evolving Environments

Part 2: Societies Facing the Ocean

Part 3: Toward Sustainable Resources

Part 4: Shared knowledge

Part 5: Toward a new ocean governance
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