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INTRODUCTION

As major ecosystems in the f ight against global warming and hotspots of biodiversi ty,
tropical rainforests are home to more than 700 mil l ion people at the start  of  the 21st
century.
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Sometimes viewed as guardians of the forest,  sometimes blamed for deforestat ion, these
forest-dwel l ing communit ies are the subject of many misconcept ions. But who are they
real ly,  and how do they l ive in the modern world?

From the last hunter-gatherer peoples to landless migrants, f rom farmers to rubber
tappers, oi l  palm growers, and foresters, this book describes the real i ty of these
communit ies in al l  their  diversi ty.  I t  highl ights the r ichness of their  relat ionships with the
forest,  their  percept ions, their  pract ices, and their  customs. I t  i l lustrates how they are part
of global izat ion, and how the global market and publ ic pol ic ies affect their  ways of l i fe.
Final ly,  i t  underscores the impact of global change and the result ing f inancial  mechanisms
on the management of t ropical forests and the future of forest-dwel l ing populat ions.

A unique overview of the tropical forests of the Amazon, Central  Afr ica, Southeast Asia,
and Madagascar,  this book br ings together texts by anthropologists,  ecologists,
geographers, economists, and others. I t  is supported by r ich and or iginal imagery,
captur ing the communit ies and the terrain up close.
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