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INTRODUCTION

In the Global  South,  access to land and i ts resources, as wel l  as control  over and use of  the
land, are cr i t ical  issues. At the heart  of  the chal lenges of  state-bui ld ing,  agr icul tural
development,  food secur i ty,  and environmental  sustainabi l i ty ,  land tenure is also a marker of
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ident i ty and a recurr ing source of  conf l ic t .

Over the past twenty years,  extensive research has advanced our understanding of  these
issues. Adopt ing a process-or iented and mult id iscipl inary approach, th is book provides an
overview of  rural  land dynamics in the Global  South.  Drawing on a r ich internat ional
bibl iography, i t  addresses key themes related to land issues: ranging from local  pract ices and
dynamics (evolut ion of  land r ights,  land markets,  conf l ic ts…) to publ ic pol ic ies (agrar ian
reforms, land r ights formal izat ion programs),  including methodological  chal lenges and land
expert ise.  Each chapter fosters a cr i t ical  d ia logue between research quest ions,  analyt ical
f rameworks,  and research f indings.

An unparal le led work on the subject ,  th is book serves as a reference tool  for  a l l
those—students,  researchers,  or  development pract i t ioners—who wish to deepen their
understanding of  land dynamics in contemporary rural  societ ies.  
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