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INTRODUCTION

Environmental policies in Madagascar, particularly those aimed at biodiversity
conservation, are driving new spatial reorganizations and altering the relationship between
a range of authorities and local knowledge in rural areas. Drawing on extensive fieldwork,
this book analyzes agricultural practices and village strategies in response to
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conservation efforts. Focusing on the Betsileo-Tanala forest corridor, a strategic hub of
national environmental policy, the book highlights the reconfigurations of rural life
imposed by the new ecological dimension of development. It also raises the crucial
guestion of poverty alleviation within this environmental context. This detailed analysis,
based on new and original data, will be of interest to all those concerned with the
relationship between biodiversity management and rural development, in Madagascar and
more broadly in the Global South: researchers, educators, and students, as well as
development practitioners, NGOs, and donors.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

e General Introduction. Agrarian Transitions and Environmental
Dynamics

1. A Reversed Center-Periphery Relationship
2. Conservation Areas, Living Areas
3. Rurality and the environment: connection and disconnection

e General Conclusion. Toward a Biodiversity Without Sharing
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