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Structure : IRD (French National Research Institute for Sustainable Development)

INTRODUCTION

Environmental pol ic ies in Madagascar,  part icular ly those aimed at biodiversi ty
conservat ion, are dr iv ing new spat ial  reorganizat ions and al ter ing the relat ionship between
a range of authori t ies and local knowledge in rural  areas. Drawing on extensive f ieldwork,
this book analyzes agricul tural  pract ices and vi l lage strategies in response to
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conservat ion efforts.  Focusing on the Betsi leo-Tanàla forest corr idor,  a strategic hub of
nat ional environmental pol icy, the book highl ights the reconf igurat ions of rural  l i fe
imposed by the new ecological dimension of development.  I t  also raises the crucial
quest ion of poverty al leviat ion within this environmental context.  This detai led analysis,
based on new and or iginal data, wi l l  be of interest to al l  those concerned with the
relat ionship between biodiversi ty management and rural  development,  in Madagascar and
more broadly in the Global South: researchers, educators, and students, as wel l  as
development pract i t ioners, NGOs, and donors.
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