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Publication: Rural Societies in the Face of Climate and
Environmental Changes in West Africa
Structure : IRD (French National Research Institute for Sustainable Development)

The future of West Afr ica depends on the abi l i ty of i ts agricul tural  sector to ensure food
securi ty for a populat ion expected to double over the next 20 years, whi le addressing the
new r isks posed by global warming. Indeed, the changes in temperature and precipi tat ion
that are already underway—and are expected to become more pronounced—wil l  have
serious consequences for agricul tural  product ion and water resources in this part  of  Afr ica
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in the near future.

One of the keys to meeting this new chal lenge is the adaptat ion of rural  societ ies to
cl imate r isks. To gain a better understanding of the potent ial ,  processes, and barr iers, this
book analyzes recent and ongoing trends in the cl imate and the environment and
examines how rural  societ ies perceive and integrate them: what are the impacts of these
changes, what vulnerabi l i t ies exist ,  but also what new opportunit ies do they br ing? How do
populat ions adapt,  and what innovat ions do they implement—while cl imate- induced effects
interact with the social ,  pol i t ical ,  economic, and technical changes current ly underway in
Afr ica?

By br inging together French and Afr ican scient ists (cl imatologists,  agronomists,
hydrologists,  ecologists,  demographers, geographers, anthropologists,  sociologists,  and
others) in a mult idiscipl inary approach, the book makes a valuable contr ibut ion to better
ant ic ipat ing cl imate r isks and assessing Afr ican societ ies’  abi l i ty to withstand them.
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