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Long associated with negat ive connotat ions, the concept of “ terroir”  has become a mark
of qual i ty for agricul tural  products and dist inct ive rural  landscapes. Moving beyond purely
commercial  considerat ions, i t  also draws on the ideology of sustainable development by
incorporat ing social  and environmental concerns.
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The success of terroir  now extends beyond Europe’s borders. A growing number of
countr ies in the Global South have embraced the idea that promoting local resources and
rural  heri tage can be a key focus of their  development pol ic ies.

Drawing on the Moroccan experience, the authors examine the success of transferr ing this
concept to the Global South. Can terroir  pol ic ies help create or consol idate supply chains
and redef ine local products that meet the qual i ty standards of urban consumers? Can they
generate inclusive local projects that highl ight the bio-cultural  complexity of these places?
Under what condit ions can “terroir ,”  l inked to the implementat ion of geographical
indicat ions and the development of rural  tour ism, const i tute a new model for economic,
social ,  and terr i tor ial  development? To what extent are local actors capable of taking
ownership of ini t iat ives that are current ly dr iven from above?

Given the growing importance of issues related to cl imate change and major socio-pol i t ical
upheavals—including the mobi l i ty of people, ideas, and products, and concerns about the
conservat ion of resources and local cul tures—this book invi tes us to consider this
transformation of the terroir  as a source of universal chal lenges and potent ial .
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3. Expressions of female identity and tourism development in Morocco’s
hinterlands

4. The “argan oil” industry in Morocco 
5. From moussems to themed festivals and fairs
6. Tourism and the promotion of local distinctiveness
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