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At a t ime when sustainable development is now f i rmly establ ished across scient i f ic,
economic, and pol i t ical  spheres, this book examines the proven or presumed
character ist ics of this concept in smal l  is land developing states (SIDS). Fol lowing the
goals set at the Rio Earth Summit (1992) and reaff i rmed at the Mauri t ius Conference
(2005), the themes of sustainable tourism, coastal  and marine resources, biodiversi ty,
energy, and cl imate change in is land environments are indeed among the ongoing
concerns of the relevant governments and internat ional organizat ions. Far from present ing
a generic model or a one-size-f i ts-al l  solut ion, this col lect ive work analyzes the
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possibi l i t ies for preserving these fragi le spaces based on their  specif ic physical,
geographical,  pol i t ical ,  socio-economic, and cultural  character ist ics. The book’s chapters
are diverse, addressing varied and complementary topics and issues. From the Azores to
Réunion, from the Caribbean to the Balearic Is lands, whether r ich or poor,  located in the
South or the North, independent or l inked to a distant metropol is,  the is lands are
described here in al l  their  diversi ty,  of fer ing concrete insights into the prospects for
implementing sustainable development in Small  Is land Developing States (SIDS).
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