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The most str ik ing image of the Amazon is that of a vast forest expanse cr isscrossed by a
dense network of waterways. Approximately 170 Indigenous peoples l ive in the Brazi l ian
Amazon. Over the course of their  history, each has developed unique ways of producing,
conserving, and exchanging plant genet ic resources. Nevertheless, their  relat ionship with
plants goes beyond the mere not ion of a resource. Agrobiodiversi ty—that is,  the diversi ty
of cul t ivated plants—is rooted in social  relat ionships. I t  is l inked to mater ial  cul ture, dietary
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choices, knowledge, ways of managing space, and more, hence the concept of the
tradit ional agricul tural  system (TAS) at the heart  of the research project conducted in the
Rio Negro region between 2005 and 2019. This project was developed in partnership
between the IRD and the State Universi ty of Campinas, in close col laborat ion with the
Indigenous associat ions of the Rio Negro. The nat ional recognit ion of this Indigenous
agricul ture as cultural  heri tage has helped to raise the prof i le of Indigenous agricul tural
pract ices, the plant genet ic resources on which they rely,  and the expert ise of Indigenous
peoples in this f ie ld. Research has thus shif ted from a focus on the conservat ion of
biological resources to the recognit ion of heri tage—that is,  ways of conceptual iz ing
tradit ional agricul tural  systems as memories, terr i tor ies, knowledge, and assets for the
future.
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